
Johnston County median in come over these t e n years was not 

65% but 35%, as shown b y the differen ce between the red a nd 

the black median lncome lines on the chart. The in dex o f 

Johnston County retail sales has b ee n adjuste d in the same 

way to separate appar ent c hanges due to inflation from real 

changes. 

As the graph shows, retail sales ha ve in crease d faster tha n 

the me di an lncome, despit e the fa c t that the County population 

d ecrease d by about 3% during this period. This is c ontrary 

to the usual patt e rn, whlch is that retail sales i ncrease a t 

a slower rate than in come . There seEm to be two parts to t h e 

explanation of Johnston County's unusual re co rd during the 

' 50's. One is an effect of th e quite lo w incomes prevalent 

in the County. th e other a result of th e rapI d shift from 

farm t o nonfarm employment. As ln comes In crease a sma ll er 

proportion of income 

mortgage paym e nts and 

things, li ke c l o th es . 

i s spent on necessitles lik e r en t o r 

f oo d. and a l arger proportion on other 

savings, llfe insuranre a~ d vac3~ions . 

Most Am er l ca n s have incomes 

get a smaller proportion o f 

high enough S0 tha t retailers 

increases in f=31 income. But 

it seems th at the average Johnston County famlly has an In 

come so low that a la rger propo. ti 0n of any real Increase 

goes for retail goods and serVlces because th e f3~i ly canno t 

a f for d top u t m u c h 0 f th e inc r t' a 5 e 1 n to s d \ 1'1 g sin" I' ran c e , 

vacation trip s an d the 11k e. The number of f~T"'1l~'- s an d farm 

jobs in th e County d ecreased greatl) dUT"ing the 19S1)l". while 

there was an almost equa l Increase 1n nonfarm em ol oymen t. This 

implies that some food which had been gr"wr 0 farmers an d 

cons umed in their own homes. whlch 1" nL~ In:lude d In those 

income figures. was replaced by higher nunt3rm wages whlch 

were, in part. used t o purchase fcod g~uwn b, other" Also, 

and probabl y more lmportant, i~ the f act ' hat pe001e woul d 

not have changed fr.Jm farmlng to nul f31m ~rPolu.!~ent 1f th"y 

d!d nnt evperr to get higher r~! l"C~~_~. 
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